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SILENT AUCTION approximate value if possible. Contributions may 
be dropped off in advance at GLCCE (103- 


Womonspace is holding a silent auction 10612-124 Street) or at the Alberta Avenue Hall 
Parris Sa se Gat All between 1 and 2 pm on June 20, during the setup 

itributions are welcome, including crafts, for the dance. If you are unable to drop off your 

ods (pies, cookies, breads), contribution at these locations, a pickup service 

homemade wine, beer or preserves, and will be provided on Friday, June 19. 
adlemd comm te ee RR The auction will commence at the start of the 
expertise—maybe even volunteering to mow dance (9 pm) and continue until 11 pm. Successful 
someone’s lawn, wash theit car oF eee bidders will be required to pay with cash or 
dinner. cheque. 

In advance of the auction date, please Se information call Lindy at 483-4080 


se sue ait item(s) Of or email Bernice at kadatz@arc.ab.ca 
service(s) you are ou 


rT secking submissions of t interest to local Colleen and Mala, Terri 
sae iageia ta ans estas on pace iews, | Hayes, Cathie Hayes- 

political and commentary, s poetry and artwork | : ey 

are all welcomed. Write to Womonspae News (Box 128, Main P.O., pee ve 
Edmonton AB T5J 3K4), attend a newsletter meeting, visit our WII; M ; Kris 
website (address above) or leave a message at 482-1794. Topic a, “ 
for Assist) Septeribes Commitment ceremonies. Harcourt Honey 


Womnonapeice New#ia d publication of Womenaete Selene eee of Edmonton. We are a nonprofit 
organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding areas. Our 
purpose is to inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions expressed in any issue 
of Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter Committee. The events, 
and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported by Womonspace. 
Womonspace News is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome submissions. 
Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length and content, and to 
refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main P.O., Edmonton, AB — 
TSJ 3K4. Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up to 3 lines free — at any time. Womonspace 
News seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publications costs. Womonspace does not necessarily 
endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads. For rate information, and to place an ad, 
please leave a message on the Lesbian Info Line: 482-1794. Pets Pees 
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NOT MARRIED... 
WITH CHILDREN 


Colleen ¢» Mala 

With more than 27 years of collective 
experience in heterosexual marriages, my 
partner and I are currently raising two 
young children complete with the ups and 
downs of any other family. We are out to 
most of our friends and our immediate 
families and they have differing views on 
our Orientation. One set of parents is 
accepting, while the other 1s still recovering 
from the shock and is obviously in denial. 
While it is fortunate that the tolerant family 
lives in Edmonton, it does prolong the 
agony of not being able to communicate as 
effectively with the less-accepting family. 

After two years of seeing each other 
discreetly and devouring every book on 
“lesbian moms raising children” (thanks to 
the public library), we finally decided that a 
happy mother makes for happy children 
and moved in together. My seven-year-old 
understands that the relationship my 
partner and I share is unique and that there 
are many different styles of families. She is 
lucky having two moms and a father who is 
active in her upbringing. The sense of being 
true to both parents is important to a child 
and it is critical that it not be compromised. 
This aspiration is difficult to achieve when 
parents are in conflict and children feel 
obliged to choose. 

My three-year-old is of the opinion that 
some day we will both find men to marry us 
(stereotypes around him) At an opportune 


moment we will explain to him that we 
love each other in the same way that a 
man would love a woman. He was only a 
baby when his father left, and his rearing 
speaks of the virtues of a same-sex 
family, which incidentally are remarkably 
similar to any “normal” household. 

My partner also has a son. Being 
older, he chose to stay with his father 
when she left. Their visits together 
became more infrequent and now a year 
has elapsed since she last saw him. The 
influence of a spiteful ex-husband has 
destroyed any chance of him really 
getting to know her as a “happy 
mother.” Our advice to someone who is 
contemplating a same-sex relationship 
where children are involved is to act 
while the children are young. At this 
stage, children are more adaptable and 
receptive to change in their life. 
Interestingly enough, this has also been 
confirmed by a number of studies. So, 
from our personal experiences, trust us... 
this is a big change to be shouldered by 
everyonel 

Our relationship as a couple is trying 
at times. Juggling two children, two 
careers, ex-husbands, family 
commitments, time for us (usually at 
midnight) and fitting into the lesbian 
community really can be exhausting. 
Most of our friends are child-free and 
trying to get together for social occasions 
is challenging at best. In spite of it all, we 
would not trade it in for any married- 
with-children life with the opposite sex! 
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MY DAUGHTER 
IS MY BEST FRIEND 


Tern’ Hayes 

What is the difference whether I am a 
lesbian or a heterosexual mother? I still went 
through the sleepless nights and endless 
diapers with an infant, the cuts and scrapes, 
trials and joys of a young child and now the 
preteen joy—and attitude—yjust like any other 
mother. I wouldn’t trade my life for any 
other. My daughter has been an absolute joy 
to me even during the rough times. She is my 
stability and my best friend. 

I guess the differences and similarities can 
only be shown in a synopsis of the last 10 
years of my life since I had my daughter. I 
was a lesbian in a heterosexual marriage 
when I became pregnant. I suppose I was 
bisexual, but my primary attractions were to 
women. I wasn’t a very strong person 
emotionally when I was young, so to satisfy 
my family and society I got married. My ex- 
husband was and is still a very supportive 
and caring person. When my daughter was 
six months old I met a women ‘M’ and fell in 
love. Meeting this women gave me the 
courage to end my marriage and live 
honestly. I moved in with M when my 
daughter was 18 months old. M had two boys 
and the children treated each other like 
siblings. We were a very happy family 
together living in a small city in B.C. But the 
repercussions of our relationship in the town 
amazed meé. 

There were a few other gay and lesbian 
people in town, but they kept to themselves 
and were mostly closeted. On the other hand, 
our relationship was offensive to people 


because we were raising children together. It 
wasn’t long before threatening letters were sent 
to us and false allegations of child abuse were 
laid against us. These allegations were dismissed 
after an investigation, but the effect on us and 
our children was devastating. The family 
setvices department suggested that we move to 
a larger community where we would be more 
accepted. (We weren’t protected by the Human 
Rights Act at that time.) 

We moved to Edmonton in 1990 and became 
involved with the Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre. We met many wonderful people and felt 
very welcomed. Unfortunately we never 
connected with other lesbian families. M’s two 
children found life in the city diffucult and — 
restrictive compared to living in a smaller 
community where safety wasn’t as much of an 
issue as it is for children here. After three years 
of curfews and less freedom, they chose to go 
back to B.C. and live with their grandparents. 

When I graduated from college I was offered 
employment in Grande Prairie. We moved 
there when my daughter was just finishing 
Grade 1. We met a lesbian couple who raised 
three children together in Grande Prairie, but 
who were quite closeted about their relationship. 
Their youngest daughter befriended my 3 
daughter and babysat her often. (She is 14 years 
older than my daughter). I think their friendship 
helped my daughter realize that she wasn’t the — 
only kid raised by lesbian parents. I know they 
had many talks on how to deal with their 
situation and with other people’s views on it. 

Last August M and I broke up and I moved 
back to Edmonton. It was a very difficult time 
for my daughter and me. M was as much het 
mother as I am. She had been there all her life 
and for the last few years had been her primary 
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caregiver while I worked long hours. 

Soon after settling in Edmonton I became 
involved with Womonspace and the Lambda 
Christian Community Church. It is there that 
we both have met people with whom we can 
relate. My daughter has made friends with 
other kids of lesbian and gay parents and 
this has been beneficial to her emotional 
development. From a quiet child who would 
avoid talking about her family, she has 
grown into a child who is proud of who she 
is and who I am. She made me a beautiful 
Mother’s Day card this year in pride colours. 
We attend the rallies together and volunteer 
at functions together when children are 
included. She teases me about women and | 
tease her about boys. 

We are not any different (just busier) than 
a lot of other families and I’m not any 
different than other lesbians... except I have 
to worry about a babysitter! 


AT THE PUBLIC LIBRARY: 


The Lesbian Parenting Book: A Guide to 
Creating Families and Raising Children by D. 
Merilee Clunis and G. Dorsey Green (Seal 
Press, Seattle, 1995). 

Lesbian Motherhood: An Exploration of 
Canadian Lesbian Families by Fiona Nelson 
(University of Toronto, Toronto, 1996). 

Lesbian Parenting: Living utth Pride c> 
Prejudice edited by Katherine Arnup 
(Gynergy, Charlottetown, 1995). 

Zack’s Story: Growing Up With Same-Sex 
Parents by Keith Elliot Greenberg (Lemer, 
Minneapolis, 1996). 


MY MOTHER IS A LESBIAN 


by Cathie Hayes-Deachman 

Being the kid of a lesbian or gay person 1s 
the same as being normal, if you define 
normal as “not gay.” Actually it’s quite 
normal now. It’s the same as having a straight 
family: one goes to work and one stays home, 
or both go to work. It’s like when little kids 
play house. 
EVERYONE 
knows that 
boys don’t play 
house, so it’s a 
bunch of girls 
picking parts. 
The only hard 
part is when 
your friends 
come over and 
ask who the other lady is and why there’s 
only your room and their room. I’ve found 
that a problem. 

One time a girl was being mean to me, 
but I didn’t know it. I was sitting with a lady I 
know who knows my mom (the lady is 
straight). The girl came up and asked if she 
was my mom; I said no. Just to be mean she 
said, “No wonder your mom’s a lesbian!” I 
was just sitting there thinking, “Hmm, I 
wonder how she knows!” but she didn’t, she 
was just being mean. 

It’s hard, but not different... well, it is 
different to straight people, but soon being 
straight will be “different” and gay people 
will rule the world! HA HA HA HAI! 

(Oh sorry, you’re still reading aren’t you, 
oops.) 
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A GOOD MOTHER 


by Gloria Filax 

Ryan was born on Mothers’ Day 15 years 
ago. Six years later I became a “lesbian 
mother.” 

I would like to think that I reflected deeply 
and seriously about what it might mean for 
Ryan and me when I realized that my sexual 
passions and love were for another woman. 
The fact was that I spent most of the early 
months of my relationship negotiating my way 
through the homophobia of a feminist/ 
women’s studies programme, resistance from 
lesbian communities, and shock from most of 
my family and friends. These reactions were 
based on bizarre notions about what constitutes 
a student, prescnptions from a lesbian com- 
munity which did not approve of the ending of 
a lesbian relationship, and notions of what a 
good sister/daughter/friend should do. My 
partner and I were under attack in almost every 
aspect of our lives. Thinking about Ryan and 
lesbian mothering within this context was 
difficult. But not impossible. 

I now know that “family values” fundamen- 
talists judge me deficient as a mother on at least 
two counts. As a lesbian, I am considered to be 
deviant and Ryan, in tum, is judged to be 
contaminated by my deviance. The mothering 
I embody is loving but ambivalent. Admitting 
that I am not selfless is dangerous for any 
mother but even more so for a lesbian because 
this is further evidence of my deviance. I refuse 
to be contained by this, however., because I 
believe that becoming a lesbian mother has 
been healthy for both me and Ryan even if this 
choice has brought us pain and anxiety from 
time to time. 

Because I am happy having a woman as my 
significant other, this zs good for Ryan. My love 


for Debra is a wonderful thing; something that I want 
Ryan to celebrate and share with me and us. To hide 
or pretend with Ryan would seriously compromise not 
only my relationship but indicate to Ryan that it is 
okay to be secretive about love. To not share with 
Ryan the joy I feel in my relationship with Debra 
would require that I give up my own desires and 
wants. A homophobic culture demands that I think of 
my child and refuse my desires. By refusing to be 
selfless and self-sacrificial, I not only defy homophobia 
but I call into question the demand that mothers can 
only be good mothers if they sacrifice their needs and 
wants. 

Ryan has had to go through his own process of 
coming out as the son of a lesbian mother. Mostly this 
has not been a problem. On occasion, I have had to 
second-guess some teachers’ actions. Once, a student 
in one of Ryan’s classes used my sexuality as a way of 
attacking him. Ryan responded by writing something 
nasty in the other kid’s yearbook. When the principal 
phoned me, he only told me about Ryan’s action. I 
puzzled over what could possibly have happened that 
Ryan felt impelled to write “X is a f------ ass----” in 
someone’s yearbook and sign it. s 

Later, Ryan told me that the other student had said 
that he was “nothing but the son of a lesbian.” My 
first reaction was laughter. Ryan did not think it was 
funny. He said that he had to defend both of us and 
that there was no way he could share what the student 
had said with the principal. We talked about other 
possible responses in order not to become implicated 
in the homophobia. We agreed that this is not always 
easy to do. 

I know now that living his life as the “son of a 
lesbian” has made Ryan’s life complexly different than 
it would otherwise have been. Included in this 
“difference” is some despair and fear, but there is also 
joy and celebration. Very importantly, he has had an 
opportunity to live with, understand, and learn to 
respect diversity. This is a gift I can give to Ryan. 

Happy Mother’s Day, Ryan. Love, Gloria. 
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ACCEPTANCE IS OUT THERE 


by Lynn Barbeau 

In the aftermath of the Delwin Vriend 
decision the climate in Alberta was jubilant 
for gays and lesbians and yet it was also a 
period when we endured the misguided 
comments of various groups speaking in the 
name of religion and family values. 

I was angry that everything was being 
debated in the name of Alberta’s families. My 
partner, myself and my child make up a 
family. We do our best to raise our child with 
high morals and values and most of all to be 
accepting of others. She was somewhat aware 
of what was going on, but really could not 
understand why some people are so mean 
toward gays and lesbians. She thinks that gays 
and lesbians are people just like everybody. 
This was a time of reflection for our family. 
The bitterness that followed the Vriend 
decision has made us realize how accepting 
people have been toward the three of us. 

Our family has had positive experiences in 
being out to the school system and after 
school care. Last year I come out to my 
daughter’s Grade 2 teacher by giving her the 
video That’s Ekmentary (documentary on 
children’s attitudes towards gays and 
lesbians). She suggested approaching the 
principal with this video. This year, I made an 
appointment to have the principal—and 
hopefully the rest of the teaching staff—view 
the video. I was nervous but the principal 
welcomed my idea. She also made me and my 
partner feel very welcome as parents. 
Documentation about our child comes home 
addressed to both of us. I did the same with 
the director of the after school care and was 
again readily accepted. 


So far there have only been a couple of 
instances (that I am aware of) where other 
children are not allowed to hang out at our 
place. Last January she had eight children 
spend the afternoon for her birthday party 
and four slept overnight. She has regular 
overnights with her favourite pals and all of 
their parents are aware of our non- 
traditional family. 

I do not think my daughter has ever felt 
any real prejudice or embarrassment as a 
result of the family that she lives in. In my 
experience, if we are willing to let people 
know who we are, acceptance 1s out there. 


CALL FOR PHOTO 
SUBMISSIONS 


As part of our ongoing fund-raising 
activities, Womonspace will be 
publishing a calendar for sale this fall. 
We are inviting local lesbians to submit 
photographs depicting any aspect of 
lesbian life for use in the calendar. 

Photos should be black and white, 
8 x 10 format and must be received by 
September 12, 1998. Please include 
your name, address and phone 
number with each entry, plus a signed 
release form from any identifiable 
persons in the photos (i.e. verifying 
that they agree to have their photo 
published, in the event it is selected 
for the calendar). Submissions 
become the property of Womonspace 
(first rights only). Send your 
submissions to: Box 128, Main P.O. 
Edmonton AB T5J 3K4. 

For more information please call 
483-4080. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton) is located in suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Open Monday to Friday 
from 7-10 pm for drop-in, peer support 
counselling and library services. Films on 
Wednesdays. 488-3234. Peer support is also 
available through email; 
glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University 
of Alberta. Thursdays 5:30-6 pM. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pm. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio 
program on FM 88.5. Saturdays 7-8 pm. 

Lambda Christian Community 
evangelical lesbigay church; worship 7 pm 
Sundays, 11148-84 Ave. 474-0753. 

Metropolitan Community Church weekly 
worship, McDougall United Church, 10086 
MacDonald Drive (riverside entrance), 
Sundays at 7:15 pm. 

Also at McDougall, AFFIRM United 
meets at 7:30 pm the last Saturday of each 
month. Phyllis, 434-4808. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
welcomes lesbians and gays. Services of union 
available. Sunday services at 10:30 am, 12530- 
110 Ave. 454-8073. 

SOLO Social club for lesbians. Contact 
Linda at 447-4776. 

Classics social group for lesbians over 40. 
Phone Sharie for details: 475-1502. 

Gay & Lesbian Youth: meets Saturdays 
from 8-10 pm at GLCCE. A supervised 


support and social group welcomes all youth. 
488-3234. 

The Liatris Society: an informal social 
group for lesbian, gay and bisexual gardeners and 
their friends. No membership fees; everyone is 
welcome to attend Liatris events. 

PFLAG: Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o GLCCE, 
ot Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 944-1394 v.b. 
3524 (FLAG) 24-hour recorded message except 
7-9:30 pm Monday to Friday when calls are 
forwarded to a PFLAG volunteer (confidential 
and anonymous). 

Out & Out (O”) Outdoor and recreation 
group. Jayne, 988-3132. 

Night Spots: 

Buddy’s - Upstairs pub; 10112-124 Street. 
Jazzberrys Too Cafe - 10116-124 Street. 

The Roost - Private club at 10345-104 
Street; 426-3150. 


Gay & Lesbian Info Line: 
988-4018 
Womonspace:482 ~1794 


O’ Hotline:988-3132 


x“. 


& Set 

The Mountain Berry Inn 

40 private acres, beautiful view, 
15 mins. from Salmon Arm, 


“iN 


5 minutes off the Trans Canada Hwy. 
Lovely country cottage or B&B available. 
Group rates too! 

Phone/Fax 
250-835-8891 
e-mail: mberry@jetstream.net 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 


FRIDAY, JUNE 5, 6:45 pu 


Liatris Tour at Devonian Botanic Garden 


A two-hour tour will be led by Patrick Seymour, 
who was curator of the garden at its incepton in 
1959 and director from1976 until his retirement 
in 1991. The garden will remain open late 
especially for this event, which goes rain or 
shine. Admission $5.50. Meet at the admission 
booth. (The gift shop has a new look and 
wonderful new stock. It will close at 7 pm, so 
arrive early if you would like to do some 
shopping!) The newest attraction at DBG is the 
orchid house which contains more than 500 
orchids. DBG is located on highway 60 just 
north of Devon. (Phone 987-3054 for 
directions.) 


JUNE 5 to JUNE] 

Alberta Bound 

A weekend experience for women interested in 
BDSM, gender play, leather and all things 
naughty and kinky. Phone Delicia (403) 662- 
9312, or visit http: //www.darkmall. 
com/cds/scene/albertabound.html 


SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 2 Pm 

MCC family picnic 

Hosted by Metropolitan Community Church at 
Emily Murphy Park (Groat Road, just south of 
the river). For more info call 429-2321 or 
e-mail: revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 9 Pm 

Womonspace Dance for Women Only 

... and silent auction fund-raiser. Alberta Avenue 
Hall, 9210 118 Ave. Please note: this is a non- 
smoking event; smoking permitted outside the 
hall only. For more information call 482-1794. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 26 6:30 Pm 

Liatris Walk at Wagner Natural Area 
Join the Liatris Society at a unique bog west 
of Edmonton. Meet in the parking area at 
6:30 pm. The Wagner Natural Area is located 
on highway 16X, just past the Villeneuve 
turnoff. Look for the sign on the south side 
of the highway and take the service road 
back to the entrance, which is visible from 
the highway. For more information, call 
Lindy: 483-4080. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 9 pm 

Mixed Dance 

A celebration of gay and lesbian lives. 
Bonnie Doon Hall, 9240 93 Street. For more 
info call GLCCE, 488-3234. 


SUNDAY, JULY 5, Noon- 6 pm 

Team Edmonton Garden Tour 

Second annual garden tour fund-raiser, 
featuring spectacular house gardens and 
concluding with a party/sendoff for 
participants and spectators attending the Gay 
Games. Tickets $15 at Orlando Books or the 
Front Page. Call 988-4612 


SUNDAY July 12, Noon 

Womonspace News Meeting 

Anyone interested is welcome to join the 
newsletter dykes at the Bagel Tree Cafe, 
10345 Whyte Ave. Deadline for submission 
for the August/September issue on the topic 
“Commitment Ceremonies.” 


MONDAY, July 20,7 Pm 

Womonspace General Meeting 
GLCCE, Suite 103, 10612-124 Street. If you 
are a member with views on either the 
newsletter or the dances, this is your chance 
to be heard! 
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SUDDENLY A MOM 


by Angela Wilkams 

Since getting into a relationship with a woman 
who has a child, I have been asked repeatedly 
what it is like to suddenly be a mom. I’m never 
sure how to answer that. I have worked with 
children for over 10 years and often reflected on 
how I would like to have my own children. I also 
knew that childbirth was not for me. When I 
entered this relationship, a child was kind of a 
bonus. 

Some issues seem more complicated now. 
Like when to be in the closet and when not to 
be. A year and a half ago, my views about being 
out were very firm and I was rarely not out. But 
when dealing with our child’s school, I’m forced 
out of the closet in an environment in which I 
would rather stay far back in the closet. Being an 
educator myself, I am aware of the conservative 
views in the education system. A recent 
parent/teacher night was frightful for me. While 
all the parents were looking over their children’s 
work, it was most uncomfortable to be siting 
there with my partner. What seemed scary and 
tough to me did not seem to be even noticed by 
our child or any other child in that room. 
Neither before, during or after that conference 
did our child express any discomfort or a sense 
that she was any different from the rest of the 
children. When our child comes home with new 
friends, I almost want to duck back into that safe 
and comfortable closet—in what should be the 
easiest environment to be out. I feel lucky that 
our child has excellent social skills. Thus, the few 
children who have suddenly not been able to play 
over at our house any more are quickly replaced 
by new playmates. 

On a trip to get my hair cut, the hairdresser 
asked me, “Is this your child?” It was the first 
time I had ever been asked that question and my 
mind worked 100 miles an hour on how to 
answer. I was thinking, well, she is ike my own 


child... It would be false to say this is my 
roommate’s child... so, my only option was to say 
“Yes.” The hairdresser did not bat an eye when the 
child called me Angela. (After all, there are lots of 
step-families.) However, the puzzlement was pretty 
apparent when the child asked, “When are we 
picking up Momr” 

Since entering this relationship, the small changes 
add up to a significant life change. Little self 
indulgences become far less frequent when your life 
includes a child. I fondly remember dragging myself 
home from work and sacking out on the couch for 
hours. I recall grabbing a snack that would suffice 
for supper on many nights. Now, being completely 
spontaneous and going out for coffee or going to 
play pool are difficult, but not impossible. Children 
need structure, routine and they need to have tme 
to do homework. They also need balanced meals for 
supper, not bagels and cereal (my favourite as a 
single person). 

Adults can vary their routine easily but children 
thrive on predictability. Entering a relationship can 
alter that predictability incredibly. From the 
beginning there were little power struggles, but this 
was never much of an issue. Discipline issues also 
seem to be largely absent and easily negotiated 
between my partner and I. 

The only discomfort in becoming a parent came 
during social situations. At first friends would call 
close to the last minute and expect that we could 
line up a babysitter quickly. I have had friends 
accuse me of never “doing” anything any mote. 
One suggested that our child was an attention- 
seeker and another came night out and said she 
could not tolerate our child. Happily, there are other 
friends who take the time to have a conversation 
and play for a minute or two with her before 
retuming to the adult activity. These friends are not 
always those who have children, but perhaps they 
value the opportunity to interact with a young 
person who is truly an intelligent and beautiful 
young lady. 

For myself, choosing to associate with others 
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who have children is a far more relaxing and 
satisfying experience. If I’m visiting childless 
friends, I worry too much about occupying and 
controlling our child so she does not drive these 
people nuts. 

Remarkable situations take place on a daily 
basis: The excitement on an outing. An insightful 
conversation. The acquiring of a new concept. 
The daily activities like sharing my favourite 
stones or helping with homework are ordinary 
but satisfying. I like being a part of helping a 
little person acquire values and morals that will 
carry her far in life. To see in subtle ways every 
day that I have influenced the way she talks, 
dresses, acts and plays is truly a powerful and 
rewarding experience. 

I have great pride and satisfaction in this 
particular part of the overall relationship. Being 
in this family has changed the way I look at my 
life and form my goals. I am no longer caught up 
in a selfish pursuit of material goods and 
hedonism. The job, the family and personal 
pursuits all have to be maintained in a unique 
balance. It feels good to put off my personal 
satisfaction for the sake of a child and for the 
betterment of my family. I feel that I am fulfilled 
and fortunate. 


STEP PARENT 


by Morgan 

In the days and weeks after the Vriend 
decision there was a lot of horrible hatred 
being stirred up in Alberta. One of the 
spokespersons for the hate-mongers was a 
woman whose children I frequently babysat 
when I was a teen. I wish that she would be 
able to really see me and my family, but she 
isn’t able to because of her prejudice. My 
family is myself, my partner Margaret and her 
three children, ages 11, 13 and 15. The kids 
live partly with their dad and partly with their 


mom and me. 

When Margaret and I first started dating 
we decided to slowly introduce me to her 
kids until it was clear we were going to be in 
a longer-term relationship. This can be a 
tricky business because being in a relationship 
with her also meant having three others in my 
life, too. I gradually connected with each of 
the kids. Soon we all figured out that ’'m not 
theit mom or their dad and they still have two 
parents who love them and are active in their 
lives. Now there is a third adult who also 
loves them. I’m thrilled to have children in 
my life so fully (and suddenly!). I am 
beginning to know the full heart feeling when 
there is room made for the three now in my 
life. Like teaching Margaret’s son to ride a 
bicycle—I felt as though I could remember 
the moment myself when I learned how to 
ride. Or getting to be a tooth fairy—a tricky 
business with a wise 12-year-old who 
challenged me to be invisible. (I did it!) I’ve 
introduced playing cards (the youngest really 
wants to learn how to play bridge) and 
they’ve introduced me to Smors and potato 
packets while camping. And we’ve all 
connected with my parents and siblings. My 
five-year-old niece is happy when I visit (in 
Ontario) and loves it when I call, but she 
always wants to hear from Margaret’s 15- 
yeat-old daughter. “Auntie Morgan, what 
colour is Eve’s hair this week?” 

The clue for me that my life was forever 
changed was when I was getting to know new 
classmates in school and I gravitated to those 
who have children more than to other 
lesbians and gay men. I’m not quite a parent, 
but for sure I belong in a family with two 
lesbians and three children. 
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by Kristy Harcourt 

There was a moment during the finale of 
the Canadian GALA Chotruses Festival ’98 
when it felt like the whole world was singing 
in unison. Nearly a thousand people packed 
every level of City Hall, the sun streamed in 
through the glass pyramid and everyone— 
choir or not, queer or 
not—found her or himself 
singing along. 

Festival 98 brought 
hundreds of lesbians, gay 
men, bisexuals, 
transgendered and straights 
to Edmonton from May 15" to May 18", with 
17 choirs from as far away as Halifax (The 
Women Next Door) and Victoria (Musaic). 

As much as Festival 98 was about singing, 
it was also about the strength of our numbers, 
and about our pride. From the very beginning, 
when Heather Bishop (sigh) made her 
entrance, striding up to the microphone on 
the stage of the beautiful Winspear Centre, 
pride was in the air. As she sang “How could 
anyone ever tell you / you are anything less 
than beautiful.../Standing here before you / 
you are absolutely beautiful,” it felt like a 
blessing, and we knew that she was right 
about the beauty of our lives. 

All of the featured performers were 
excellent, and it was a treat to see Heather 
Bishop, that great icon of lesbian folk music, 
live. My personal favourite was her 
performance of The Wyrd Sisters’ song 
“Warrior’—a festival favourite—backed up 
by Edmonton Vocal Minority singing about 
ending violence against women: “...I will a 


fierce warrior be / til not another woman dies.” 

The Sunday night banquet featured The 
Derivative Duo. Seattle’s Barbara Glenn and 
Susan Nivert are two glam dykes who sing co- 
opted opera, such as songs about “straightening” 
one’s apartment before a visit from mother, and 
about the hateful propaganda of religious 
conservatives. 

Edmonton-raised David Sereda was a huge 
hit at the festival, especially at 
the finale when even the City 
Hall security guards joined in 
singing his song “Powerful 
Love.” Acknowledging the 
sense of sadness and loss in 
several of the songs he performed, he joked that 
his next tour would be sponsored by the makers 
of Kleenex. 

There is a common perception that choral 
events (such as EVM concerts and the GALA 
festival) are innocuous and apolitical 
entertainment. One of the most delightful things 
for me was how much this event was about 
activism. There is something inherently political 
about gathering together hundreds of queers— 
no matter what the reason. When we see 
ourselves in great numbers we see just how 
glorious our strengths and differences are. 

Gathered together we can see through the big 
lies that the conservative elements tell about us: 
the lie that we don’t exist, that we are very few; 
that our lives merit shame. Gathered together 
with strength and pride, we see the craziness of 
the lies told about our lives. What Festival 798 
reminded me, during Edmonton’s Pride Week, is 
that we are proud, strong, excellent people. And 
the singing? That’s dessert. Joining in harmony 
with one another, creating our own anthems, 
singing about our lives. 
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1998 PRIDE AWARDS 


The. Maureen Irwin award honoured two 
women this year. Agathe Gaulin has been 
instrumental in building a strong foundation 
for Womonspace, as well as running as an out 
lesbian and NDP candidate in a provincial 
election. 

Kristy Harcourt has been an activist since 
coming out around the early 90s. She was the 
project assistant for the “Fag” project at 
Latitude 53, edited the Pink Triangle Gateway 
supplement at the U of A in 95-96, helped 
organize Pride Week activities several years in 
a row, teaches Sunday school, is active in 
community league eyents, thinks up and 
facilitates celebratory and educational events 
such as the Vriend victory potluck, and of 
course has hosted the Gaywire radio program 
for the past several years. 

The Michael Phair award went to Jim 
Sheremeta and Brian Mader for their 12 
years of volunteer work through the AIDS 
Network in Jeading the Gay Men’s Outreach 
Crew, developing safer sex information and 
seminars, training of workshop facilitators, 
developing and leading a series of coming out 
and self worth workshops for gay and bisexual 
men, for training the AIDS Network service 
volunteers, and for their leadership at the 
Network and in other community events. 

The Pride Certificate recipients were: Anne 
Etienne; Tamara Leigh; Ron Griffith; Alvin 
Schrader; Tina Taylor; Chivers Greckol and 
Kanee Law Firm; Sexuality and Spirituality 
Conference; Times.10 Magazine; 
Metropolitan Community Church; 

Dignity / é; Gay and Lesbian Alcoholics 
Anonymous in Edmonton; The AIDS 
Network of Edmonton Volunteer Program. 


SUMMER HOROSCOPE 
= Sosy Ly Honeypot 
aos ARIES: Take it all back. Tell 
her you didn’t mean any of it ... 
grovel if you have to. She’s worth it. 
TAURUS: This is shaping up to be a summer 
of love for you bullish types. Listen to Janis and 
get it while you can. You are deserving. 
GEMINI: Talk about twin peaks. Now that 
you’ve found your G-spot(s), maybe you could 
remember to feed the cats once in a while? 
CANCER: One word: herbalicious! Summer is 
a busy time but that’s no excuse for skimping 
on proper nutrition. Eat—and love—well. 
LEO: An amazon wind is blowing through 
your heart. Do not be afraid; embrace its 
refreshing, cleansing presence. Stay calm. 
VIRGO: Stop pretending you don’t love her. 
You know it, she knows it, half this city knows 
it. Time to do something about it. 
LIBRA: You blinked... and you missed it. And 
now the love of your life is on her way to Outer 
Lesboville and you're... grounded. Wake up! 
SCORPIO: Money talks, but it’s more 
important in this blessed life to know when to 
listen... to the beat of your own heart. 
SAGITTARIUS: You can’t always be the voice 
of reason. Let someone else be the strong one 
for a change. Pamper yourself. Goof off. 
CAPRICORN: You'll receive news from a 
loved one thought to be out of your life 
forever. She’s back—and still hot for you. 
AQUARIUS: New furniture and some new 
threads will fix you right up. By mid-July your 
love life will be sizzling. 
PISCES: That restless feeling isn’t going away. 
And neither is your sweet baboo, but she won’t 
wait forever. Sweep her off her feet NOW. 
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Jue C. Liev 
Barrister & Solicitor 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T3J 1W8 
Telephone 497-7759 


Providing an Environment, Services and Products for the > 
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896 Commercial Dr. S 
(at Venables) Goa f R 


Vancouver, B.C. 
Canada V5L 3Y5 


Tel: (604) 254-2543 
Fax: (604) 254-5472 
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1-888-WYM-WARE 
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EDMonTON AB TOE 2A7 
(403) 432-7633 
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www.womyn 5Wa SaeelL 
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Excellent selection of books 
by and about women 


orlando@compusmart.ab.ca 
http: //www.compusmart.ab.ca/orlando 


MICHAEL PHAIR 


Councillor 


Your Voice at 
City Hall 


2° FLOOR, CITY HALL 

#1 SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5J 2R7 
PHONE (403) 496-8146 

FAX (403) 496-8113 

Email: mphair@gov.edmonton.ab.ca 


EATON CENTRE 
1274, 10200- 102 AVE. EDMONTON, AB. 


429-2233 
TOLL FREE 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 


YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE ! 


email us at 
.: indigo97 @telusplanet.net 


14 WOMONSPACE NEWS 


Dance Pub 


10112 - 124 Street 
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nes , eevee Membership Fee: $15/single $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
a e Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 


" Womonspace dance 
and silent auction 
fund-raiser 


Saturday, June 20 
9 PM-1 AM 


Alberta Avenue Hall, 94210 118 Avenue 


“Coney ata 


CITY 
PHONE 


$15/Associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only). 


New Member (J Renewal [) Associate [1 I would like to be a volunteer Yes{] No] 
Please mail my newsletter to my home [1 


